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J Clin Basic Cardiol 2004; 7: 3In Memoriam

EDITORIAL

In memoriam
Werner Klein, M.D., Editor-in-Chief, JCBC

Professor of Cardiology,
Medical University of Graz

We were sorry to learn of the tragic and untimely death of Professor Werner Klein on Wednesday,
September 1, 2004 after long and painful illness.

Werner Klein trained under Professors Braunwald, Burchell, Lichtlen, Blömer, Amplatz and
Sones in the 1960s and 1970s and established a Cardiology Unit at the University Hospital in
Graz in 1970. From then on he chaired the unit and later the Department of Cardiology there.
During his career he chaired or organized over 50 international and national meetings. In the
1990s he was appointed Councillor to the Board of the European Society of Cardiology (ESC); in
2000 he became Director of the European Heart Institute and Vice-President of the ESC.

Prof. Klein was a Fellow of the American College of Cardiology and the ESC, and headed the
Guidelines Committee of the latter. He also was Scientific Adviser to the journals “Clinical Car-
diology”, “Intensivmedizin”, “European Heart Journal”, “Cardiovascular Drugs and Therapy”,
and “Heart Drug”, which he founded in 1997.

His bibliography comprises more than 500 scientific papers, many of which have become classics.
He was a contributor to the “New England Journal of Medicine”, “The Lancet”, “Circulation”
and other leading journals. With some 1,000 presentations at scientific meetings, Professor Klein’s
impact on cardiology at the national and international levels was impressive.

We shall remember Professor Klein as a brilliant and visionary cardiologist whose death is an
immeasurable loss to us.

Robert Gasser, M.D., PhD, Managing Editor

Professor of Cardiology,
Dept. of Medicine, University of Graz
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