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Editorial

The German Society for Reproductive
Medicine proudly presents: The School of
Reproductive Medicine and Endocrinology
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Continuing medical education (CME) is an important part of our daily life. Numerous services
offer their assistance for physicians and scientists, but in the highly specialized field of reproductive
medicine, resources for CME are mostly limited to either national or international scientific meetings.

The German Society for Reproductive Medicine (DGRM) is Germany’s largest scientific society in the
field of reproductive medicine and reproductive biology, consisting of approximately 500 members
from all sub-specialties within this field: Gynecologic Endocrinology and Reproductive Medicine,
Andrology, Urology, Reproductive Genetics, Veterinary Medicine and Reproductive Biology. In 2006,
the DGRM therefore decided to establish a course program to provide its members and guests with
opportunities to continue their advanced education and training by utilizing the synergies from the vari-
ous specialists within the DGRM: the School of Reproductive Medicine and Endocrinology.

The first course of the School on „Cryopreservation of Human Sperm“ was held in Marburg in May
2006 by Prof. Walter Krause and Dr. Jan Skrzypek, its presentations were published in a special issue
(2/2007) of the Journal of Reproductive Medicine and Endocrinology. Meanwhile, school-courses have
become an integral part of continuing medical education in the field of reproductive medicine and re-
productive biology in Germany. The DGRM offers 4 courses per year, the topics in 2007/2008 were
Endometriosis (Frankfurt), treatment of patients with concomitant diseases (Düsseldorf), new develop-
ments in reproductive veterinary medicine (Hannover), special training in gynecologic endocrinology
(Freiburg), GnRH-antagonists (Bad Münder), improving the conditions for embryonic implantation
(Düsseldorf), and Reproductive Genetics (Regensburg).

This special issue of the Journal of Reproductive Medicine and Endocrinology contains several review
articles based on the most interesting presentations from the school-course on reproductive genetics in
Regensburg in September 2008, and the DGRM is indebted to the organizers and the authors of this
school-course and for their willingness to prepare their presentations for publication in the JRE.

Furthermore, I give my special thanks to all organizers and presenters of the school-courses: without
their strong commitment it would not have been possible to establish and to implement this highly suc-
cessful program.

Let us convince you by visiting one of our next school-courses!

Prof. Dr. med. Jan-Steffen Krüssel

School coordinator and president elect
of the German Society for Reproductive Medicine (DGRM)

Universitäres interdisziplinäres Kinderwunschzentrum Düsseldorf (UniKiD)
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology

Heinrich-Heine-University, Düsseldorf, Germany
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