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DEDICATION
J Clin Basic Cardiol 2002; 5: 4 Dedication

Dedication to Professor Silvio Weidmann

his issue of the “Journal of Clinical and Basic Cardiology” on magnesium is dedicated to

Professor Silvio Weidmann, who was director of the Institute of Physiology in Berne, Swit-
zerland from 1968 to 1986. In 1967 L arrived in Berne from the University of Glasgow on a year’s
sabbatical, came under the influence of Silvio Weidmann, stayed and spent the greater part of my
working life in Switzerland. Silvio Weidmann laid the foundations of cardiac electrophysiology in
a series of seminal papers mostly published in the “Journal of Physiology”, between 1951 and
1970. This contribution to the fundamental physiology in the field was enormous. His work was
and still is, the basis of electrophysiology in heart.

As head of an Institute, Silvio Weidmann understood how to motivate his staff, held a balance
between teaching commitments and research, and maintained a friendly working atmosphere.
Numerous foreign guests were attracted to his institute. It was a stimulating place to work; he
was genuinely interested in the projects of others and his comments and advice were not only
sought, but heeded. Many, now internationally recognized physiologists, from various parts of the world will — I am sure — on
reading this, have fond memories of their stay in Berne. A highlight of Silvio’s time as head of the institute was a joint meeting
of the Physiological Society from the UK with the Swiss Physiological Society held in 1981 under his patronage. I consider it a
privilege to have been able to work for some 19 years in the Institute in Berne under Silvio Weidmann.

Silvio Weidmann never worked in the field of magnesium research, but as this issue of the “Journal of Clinical and Basic
Cardiology” very forcibly points out, it is the lack of basic knowledge in magnesium regulation in heart, that makes it very
difficult to propose rational explanations for the clinical use of magnesium. Until this is solved, the debate on the use of
magnesium in medicine will continue. Thus contributions from physiologists, even in this day and age of the molecular biolo-
gist are still very relevant. It is with that in mind that I wish to dedicate this issue to Professor Silvio Weidmann, who was and
still is, a physiologist in the classical sense of the word.

John A. S. McGuigan
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