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Letters to the Editor must not exceed 2 DIN A4 pages in length and have no more than three authors and five references and
should not contain tables or figures. Only some letters will be published.

Reply to: Auer J, Berent R, Eber B. In-Vivo
Imaging of Acute Coronary Syndromes (Letter
to the Editor). J Clin Basic Cardiol 2001; 4: 169
(reprinted below).

To the editors:

Recently, significant advances in MRI techniques have made
it possible to image atherosclerotic plaques in the great ves-
sels, and potentially MRI should be able to identify a vulner-
able plaque.

Only very recently, it was shown that coronary vessel wall and
plaque imaging with high resolution MRI was possible in hu-
mans, but does not allow to identify a vulnerable plaque [1,
2]. However, it will require higher resolution techniques to
reliably image the thickness of the fibrous cap and size of the
lipid pool, both of which are important features of plaque vul-
nerability.

In addition, coronary plaque components can also be identi-
fied with the newest multi-slice scanner and as such may have
future promise [3].

In my review I have exclusively focused on the then existing
imaging tools, which were accessible for use in many institu-
tions. The authors are correct that new techniques are emerg-
ing and should be added to the list of potential vulnerable
plaque imaging techniques.
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